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ARP ESSER Funds - In March 2021, President Biden signed the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act into law. 
This act includes the American Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ARP 
ESSER) Fund, which allocates $126 billion for K–12 schools. Funds are allocated to each state in the 
same proportion as their Title I, Part A grants. The fund does have restrictions on when it can be 
allocated and spent, in some cases it can be used to cover expenses into the school year 2025. So, 
while this funding is immediate and in process, it is also substantial in both dollar amount and time of 
impact.  

 

Using ARP ESSER Funding - Districts have the flexibility to use the ESSER funds on any "activity 
authorized by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act," including assessments, 
instructional/program materials, software, hardware, professional development, connectivity, teacher 
pay, and summer school activities through school year 2024. ARP ESSER included funding set-asides at 
both the state and district level to mitigate learning loss. Additionally, the ARP ESSER requires that a 
local education authority (LEA) must reserve at least 20% of funds to address learning loss through 
implementing evidence-based interventions. These programs must respond to students' academic, 
social and emotional needs, and they must address the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on 
underrepresented student subgroups.  

 

How to Receive Funding - Each school district must apply to its state’s SEA (State Education Authority -- 
the Department of Education or Office of Public Instruction) to receive its funding. You can see the 
funding your state received, here: ARP ESSER state allocations. Each SEA has its own process, it is 
imperative that interested districts/educators continue to monitor their state’s SEA for information on 
the steps needed to take to receive funding.  

 

Making the Case for Teen Outreach Program (TOP) - Wyman’s Teen Outreach Program (TOP) promotes 
the positive development of adolescents through curriculum-guided, interactive group discussions; 
positive adult guidance and support; and community service learning. TOP is delivered by trained adult 
facilitators one time per week across a school year, for at least 45 minutes per week to groups of 
students called “TOP Clubs”. TOP is designed to meet the developmental needs of middle and high 
school students and can be implemented in both in-school and after-school models. The TOP 
Curriculum is focused on key topics related to adolescent health and development, including building 
social, emotional, and life skills; developing a positive sense of self; and connecting with others. 
Wyman’s TOP is recognized as a CASEL SELect Program. TOP is uniquely positioned to help students 
bolster their social emotional skills as they return to in-school instruction after the learning disruption 



caused/continuing to be caused by COVID-19. Additionally, TOP can help students feel a sense of 
belonging and connectedness to their peers and educators. TOP has been implemented successfully 
with diverse communities and in both urban and rural environments across the United States. 
Independent research reviews by federal agencies and organizations have recognized TOP for its 
evidence-base. 

Making the Case for Teen Connection Project (TCP) - Wyman’s Teen Connection Project (TCP) is an 
innovative, evidence-based program that builds social connections among high school age students. A 
major key idea underlying the program is that for secondary school students, the experience of 
establishing supportive relationships with peers will be one of the best teachers of social and 
emotional skills. At a time when students have been both physically and emotionally disconnected 
from one another and their schools throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, TCP is a semester-long 
offering that can re-engage young people. TCP is facilitated by two trained facilitators, meeting with 
students once per week in 45 to 60 minute sessions, over the course of a semester. The 12 lessons in 
the TCP Curriculum build progressively and strengthen the connections in the group through team 
building, activities and conversations. TCP is designed to meet the developmental needs of high school 
students and can be implemented in both in-school and after-school models. Wyman’s TCP is 
recognized as a CASEL SELect Program. 

 
 

http://secondaryguide.casel.org/description-page.html#tcp
http://secondaryguide.casel.org/description-page.html#tcp

